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Courses involving an introduction to the metric system and the use of calculators in
elementary schools are among the subjects offered during the 1977 Summer Session at the
University of Montana in

~1issoula.

A week-long course entitled "Thinking Metric" will be offered during the Pre-Session
June 13-17 and again July 18-22.

The course, listed as tlath 199 or 399, will be taught by

Dr. Richard Billstein, assistant professor of mathematics, and offered for two undergraduate
or graduate credits.
No prerequisite knowledge of the metric system is needed and all metric materials
necessary for measuring will be provided.

The course will focus on the metric units of

length, area, volume, temperature and mass in order to examine how these measurements
affect our lives.
"Calculator Usage in Elementary Schools" is the title of a course to be taught by
Dr. Johnny W. Lott, visiting assistant professor of mathematics, during the Pre-Session
June 13-17.

The course,offered for two undergraduate or graduate credits as rtath 399,

should be of special interest to elementary and junior high school teachers.
Lott said that the hand-held calculator is expected to cause more changes in the
elementary school mathematics curriculum in the next few years than the "new" math has.
He said that some mathematics educators are predicting that the use of calculators may cut
out two years of the current mathematics curriculum.
Lott has been involved for more than two years with the Calculators in Schools Project,
which is sponsored by the ~·lantana Council of Teachers of r.tathematics and has involved more
than 1,000 students.
Summer bulletins and applications are available from the U~l Center for Continuing
Education and Summer Programs, Room 107, Main Hall, University of Montana, t1issoula,
Mont. 59812 or may be requested by calling 243-2900.

